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Behind the optimiSm that tends to 
accompany emerging clean-energy alterna-
tives, there is a highly technical and com-
plex substratum of business dealings that 
drive innovations. That’s where we find Ted 
White.

The Moye White partner and corporate 
attorney has only been working with one 
client this year, but to assume he’s been less 
busy for that reason would be a miscalcula-
tion. White has been splitting time between 
San Francisco and Denver because of his 
business relationship with investor and envi-
ronmental activist Tom Steyer and umbrella 
company Fahr LLC. 

The collaboration has allowed White to 
work behind the scenes on some of the most 
influential business dealings in the realm of 
clean energy and climate change. 

“There’s a lot going on under that um-
brella,” White said. 

The two men first knew each other as 
friends at Yale University. Steyer, dubbed by 
CNN and other outlets as “California’s hedge 
fund king,” has risen to political fame for 
his efforts to push the U.S. toward heavier 
reliance on clean energy alternatives, most 
recently through funding candidates who 
share that vision in the 2014 midterm elec-
tions. Steyer and his affiliated entities drive 
those business and policy goals, and White 
acts as a managing partner of Fahr LLC, 
tasked with business planning and build-
ing the organizational structure of affiliated 
entities. 

“The project came about initially as a 
request for Moye White and me in particular 
to get involved in doing some due diligence 
and really look at where Tom Steyer wanted 
to head with several new ventures he had set 
up and wanted to pursue,” White said. “We 
were looking at how to best proceed from a 
legal and management perspective.” 

White said he and others at the firm spent 
weeks in and out of meetings with Steyer and 
others before drafting a memorandum and 
schedules with suggestions for proceeding. 

“As a result of that, he asked me to keep 
working to implement those suggestions,” 
White said. 

And there is never a want for work with-
in the partnership. As part of the overall ef-
fort, Steyer partnered with former New York 
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and former 
U.S. Secretary of the Treasury Henry Paul-
son to chair and launch the Risky Business 
Project in October 2013. The undertaking 
aims to publish quantitative analyses of the 
economic risks of climate change at www.
riskybusiness.org.

“They really looked at this in an ac-
curate, nonpartisan way,” White said. “The 
project will enable businesses to have a 
framework to assess potential risks to busi-
ness and supply chains that are essential to 
operations and see what that might entail 
going into the future. 

“Unfortunately, (climate change) has 
become a political issue in the United 
States, but this risky busines is a mathemat-
ical risk analysis that’s had huge success. It’s 
a widely acclaimed, tremendous study.” 

White also had a hand in the forma-
tion of another group of business leaders 
founded by Steyer called Advanced Energy 
Economy. The association’s “vision is of 
a prosperous world that runs on secure, 
clean, affordable energy,” according to 
AEE. The group recently published reports 
on advanced energy employment. In Cali-
fornia alone, 431,800 people are employed 
in the industry — a 5 percent increase from 
last year. The state also boasts more than 
40,000 advanced energy businesses, ac-
cording to AEE. 

“It’s much more of an economic driver 
than people realize,” White said.

White was drawn into corporate law-
yering while he was an associate with Duf-
ford & Brown in the 1980s. He was pulled 
from litigation work to meet the needs 
of clients and the firm at the time, White 
said, something he called “serendipitous.”

“I like getting involved in business 
a lot,” White said. “I like helping clients 
put deals together, create something new, 
something of value. That’s really what 
business lawyers do.”

While the work he’s doing now is novel 
in the amount of responsibility and the so-
ciopolitical overtures of the arena, White 
said the business focus is consistent with 
his and the firm’s work experience. 

Moye White earned a “B Corp” desig-
nation from B Lab for using its business 
dealings to help solve environmental 
problems, and earlier this year, the firm 
was recognized as a “Green Champion” by 
ColoradoBiz Magazine.

“Tom Steyer and his group see (clean 
energy) as the economic engine of the 
future of American business,” White said. 
“It’s very business oriented, but there’s 
definitely a political piece, and that’s not 

something I’ve been engaged in before 
this.”

The firm also dedicates pro bono time 
to nonprofit groups like Habitat for Hu-
manity and Judi’s House, an organization 
founded by former Broncos quarterback 
Brian Griese to work with children who 
suffered through the death of a loved one. 

White keeps busy with civic work, 
as well. He is a founding board member 
of Judi’s House. He also serves on the 
board of the Rocky Mountain Institute, 
a nonpartisan nonprofit focused on cost-
effective shifts to efficiency and renew-
ables. This year, he was honored with the 
Ruth Gorham Alumni Award by Graland 
Country Day School. 

And of course, he keeps busy with 
family. He and his wife, Nancy, who is 
also a lawyer, have 23-year-old twins, 
Katie, who works in San Francisco, and 
Sam, who is headed to med school, and a 
20-year-old named Annie who attends the 
University of Denver. The family has eyes 
on the slopes for the upcoming ski season, 
White said. •

— Hannah Garcia, HGarcia@CircuitMedia.com
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Corporate Conscience

Our Lawyers of the Year for 2014 have at least one thing in common: success. Victories came as attorneys won 
individual cases or brought about statewide reform, and one attorney embarked on a significant new job while 
another departed triumphantly from an old one. Across the board, these are attorneys to keep an eye on in 2015.


